INTRODUCTION
If the men who count in the sodal sdences in the United
States were asked today who was America's most creative
thinker in this field, few would dissent from the choice of
Thorstein Veblen. They might not approve his views in
general, let alone the details, but they would acknowledge
that he showed a far more penetrating insight into the nature
and future course of development of the modern business
civilization than any of his contemporaries or successors.
With the exception of the much misunderstood The
Theory of the Leisure Class, Veblen's books have hardly
been popular. Yet slowly his books rise from the obscurity
of being out of print to take their place as significant inter-
pretations of the current drift of events dating from the
great crisis of 1929. Veblen died an embittered man, only
a few months before the beginning of that memorable event,
but since then the majority of his books have again emerged
and new editions have been required.
From students perplexed anew by the sterility of tradi-
tional economics came a demand for The Place of Science
in Modern Civilisation and Other Essays. Those who de-
spaired of the ability of the prevailing higher education to
cast light on pressing sodal problems called for The Higher
Learning in America: A Memorandum on the Conduct of
Universities by Business Men. The "technocracy" craze
made The Engineers and the Price System a best seller for